
 
Collez votre code barre ci-dessous 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ADMISSION AU COLLEGE UNIVERSITAIRE  
Samedi 21 février 2015 

ANGLAIS 
durée de l’épreuve : 1h30 – coefficient 1 

 
 

IMPORTANT 

Le sujet est paginé de 1 à 3. Veuillez vérifier que vous avez bien toutes les pages. 
En cas d'anomalie, avertissez le surveillant. 

Les pages centrales contiennent le texte que vous ne devez pas rendre avec votre copie. Aucune 
annotation ne sera prise en compte. 

Les réponses aux questions ne devront pas excéder l'espace qui leur est réservé. 
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I.  TEXTUAL COMPREHENSION. 
After reading the text carefully, reply in English and in your own words to the following questions. 
 

1. For what reason is it logical for people to feel powerless about war and disaster? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What makes economists different from politicians and diplomats when faced with a crisis? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What are the consequences of the economic crisis for the average person? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What is the columnist’s major point in the conclusion of the text?  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The unending economic crisis makes us feel powerless – and 
paranoid 

 

Six years into the economic crisis the fundamental economic problems have not been solved: they’ve just 
been palliated. 

In today’s economy we never quite seem to turn the corner towards rising growth, falling poverty, stabilised 
public finances. Not so much winter without Christmas, but winter without ever getting to the shortest day. 
And that is doing something to our psychology. It is destroying our confidence in “agency1”: the human 
ability to avoid danger, mitigate risk, regain control over fluid situations. 

You see it clearest of all in people’s attitudes to war and disaster. Earlier this year the editor of the BBC’s 
Today programme admitted they were having trouble retaining listeners in the face of relentless bad news: 
Syria, Isis, Libya, Gaza. It was not the scale of the horror that turned them off: it was their own 
powerlessness in the face of it. 

And it is logical to feel powerless if you witness the best educated and briefed people of your generation 
flounder2 – as politicians and diplomats have – in the face of a collapse of global order. But for economists 
– veterans of Lehman Brothers, Enron and the dotcom boom and bust before them – there is a feeling of 
deja vu. We know what it’s like to get all your preconceptions blown out of the water, and see talented 
people flounder. 

In economics, big, uncontrollable forces are the norm; but by understanding them – by charting the rules of 
the game we’re supposed to play – we gain the ability to act. So, as one Lehman trader anecdotally told his 
new recruit before the crash: “Stay here, keep your head down, do nothing extraordinary and in 20 years 
you will have a Lamborghini, just like me.” "Agency" in a normal capitalist system is about knowing the 
rules. 

But in a disrupted system, power flies to the extremes. The majority of people feel powerless because the 
rules no longer apply: you can keep your head down, do nothing extraordinary, and still leave the building 
with only a cardboard box. Meanwhile, for a tiny minority, disrupted systems seem to endow them with 
kryptonite powers. Such people set up companies and close them down with ease.  

Crisis makes such people hyper-free, but can leave the rest of us paralysed. And with paralysis comes 
paranoia. For the paralysed individual, nothing is really true; everything seems fabricated by the powers 
that stand above them. 

In the face of all this, the average person learns the true meaning of “inshallah”: the Arabic phrase denoting 
resignation to the will of God. We become resigned to the economy being screwed, resigned to the rich 

1 agency: in sociology and philosophy, the capacity to act and react 
2 flounder: experience difficulties 
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getting richer; resigned to the fact that all wars end in failure, fiasco or injustice. And we’re resigned to the 
possibility that all political heroes – however noble – will betray us. 

In the 1930s “agency” was restored in dangerous ways: nationalism, fascism, civil war: it was only four 
years from the Wall Street crash to the rise of Hitler. Our crisis has lasted longer, and although less severe, 
what it’s doing to our heads may be just as corrosive. 

Rebuilding the economy, stopping Ebola and bringing order to the Middle East are tasks too big for 
individuals. But the fight against fatalism starts in the democratic republic of the brain. Of all the civilizations 
pummelled by austerity, Greece is in deepest. I am amazed by the capacity of its young people to resist 
fatalism and innovate, whether it’s anarchists trying to set up the biggest legal squat in Europe or the 
entrepreneurs inventing new models or forming startup businesses in the face of withering fire from the 
Greek bureaucracy. 

When the Lehman crisis erupted I saw it initially in terms of right v left, Hayek v Keynes. Six years later, I’ve 
become used to meeting people who believe crisis is the normal state of things, and that they are 
powerless. The "agency" problem is clear: too many bad people have the power to act; the vast majority of 
decent people don’t. So regaining our power to act can feel almost more important than what we actually 
do with it. 

Right now, hundreds of our fellow citizens – civilians and soldiers – are in West Africa voluntarily risking 
their lives to fight Ebola. That is "agency" in full working order. If you look at the people clamouring to save 
Kobane – who include Turkish anarchists, Kurdish guerrillas, freelance journalists and RAF Typhoon crews 
– that is also "agency" in full working order. 

It’s in the economy that "agency" remains weak. There is no “medical Swat team” for the world economy, 
no peshmergas. There are only politicians, central bankers, business managers, workers and consumers, 
and a lot of them are gripped by fatalism. So one of the most dangerous things about the present is not wild 
swings in the stock markets – it is the mass psychology of powerlessness. We have very little precedent for 
understanding its long-term consequences. 

 

Paul Mason  

The Guardian, Sunday 19 October 2014 
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II. ESSAY. Write a short, well-argued essay in English (two pages) on one of the two subjects below. 
Circle the number which corresponds to the essay chosen. 

1. Do you agree that "we’re resigned to the possibility that all political heroes – however noble – will 
betray us"? Discuss. 

2. "So one of the most dangerous things about the present is not wild swings in the stock markets – it is 
the mass psychology of powerlessness"? Discuss. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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